JOHN FISHER
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IT" ING HEJNJR.Y VII, who can claim on so many grounds
J\J:o be among the three or four in the first rank of our
post-Conquest sovereigns, wrote to his mother in the year
1504 that he was well minded to promote Master Fisher, her
Confessor, to a Bishopric
" for none other cause but for the great and singular
virtue that I know and see in him, as well in cunning
and natural wisdom, and specially for his good and
virtuous living and conversation. And by the pro-
motion of such a man [he continued] I know well it
should encourage many others to live virtuously, and to
take such ways as he doth, which should be a good
example to many others hereafter, Howbeit, without
your pleasure known I will not move him nor tempt
him therein. And therefore I beseech you that I may
know your mind and your pleasure in that behalf,
which shall be followed as much as God will give me
Grace, I have in my days promoted many a man
unadvisedly, and I would now make some recompense
to promote some good and virtuous man, which I doubt
not should best please God, who ever preserve you in
good health and long life."
King Henry nominated and Pope Julius confirmed the
nomination, and John Fisher found himself Bishop of the
smallest and poorest but by no means the least important see
in England, that of Rochester, in Kent. He remained its
Bishop for over thirty years. Normally the see was a
stepping-stone, and his six immediate predecessors had all
been translated to grander Bishoprics, but Fisher refused any
further promotion. In the Rochester diocese was the palace
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